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28th  Deo./k6 


Dear  li.lor  Furness, 

In  the  questioneir^^^A^e^^v'hich  I  replied  on 
the  26th,  thero  v/as,  if  I  rSKSLlCer  ri.ht,  a  query  about 
e  Far  Jestein  peace  conference  which  I  was  unable  to 
answer.  In  the  meantime,  however,  I  have  teen  looking 
through  my  1933  nnd  193A  political  diaries  end  hpvo  come 
across  the  follov/ing  entry  under  dcte  of  30th  October 
1933: 

"Areki  has  come  out  with  a  proposal  to  invito  Erltain, 
Anar i oe ,  China,  Russia,  India,  Afghanistan  and 
ianolukuo  to  e  conference  in  Tokyo  prior  to  1935 
with  a  vlev  to  roeching  understandings  and  agreements 
ei£:in;:  et  peace  in  the  Orient.  The  Foreign  Office, 
however,  cay  they  know  notl  iw  about  the  proposal 
officially  and  the  '  tr  Office  fey  th^t  it  is,  as 
yet,  no  more  than  a  personal  idea  of  Araki's.  It 
renr ins  therefore  to  be  seen  v.hether  the  proposal 
will  Materialize  into  more  concrete  form." 

I  had  forgotten  about  this  proposed  conference  until 
I  c t i..e  across  this  reference  to  it  in  my  diary,  and  as  I 
cannot  find  any  further  mention  of  it  I  icif^ino  that  it 
never  came  to  anything;  but  I  Mention  it  now  in  case  it 
is  of  any  interest  to  you. 
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Other  points  of  possible  interest  to  whioh  I  hrve 


come  across  in  the  diary  include  the  following: 

1.  Py  the  close  of  1933  Araki  was  said  to  be  losing 
favor  with  the  young  officer  t-roups  on  account  of 
his  advocating  moderation. 


1 


II  I  |_  I J  I  I  I  I  I  I  J  I  I  J  I  I  !  J 
II  I  I  ~l  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  ~  II  ~l  I  I  ~l 


Def.  Doc.  '•  356 

2.  reki  distrustful  of  Ifetsuolca,  fs  he  conoiderod 
him  an  opportunist  end  out  for  his  ov.-n  Verification. 

3.  Aralri  opposed  to  General  latsui’3  activities  in 
connection  with  the  Greet  Asia  Society. 

4.  In  IJeroh  193h  I  wcs  told  in  confidence  by  one 
of  Araki's  henchmen  thet  A_re ki  »<e  s  prepered,  if 
necessary,  to  force  tie  ^overnmont ' 3  hand  by  threa¬ 
tening  to  resign  unless  e  more  friendly  policy  to¬ 
wards  Britain  v/as  carried  out. 

5.  shortly  prior  to  this,  Araki  had  sent  me  u  message 
asking  me  to  keep  him  informed  of  any  anti-British 
propagonda  thet  might  be  going  on  in  Jepen  at  any 
time,  as  he  would  then  do  his  test  to  get  it  stopped. 

6.  To  my  inouiry  etout  certain  remarks  of  an  enti- 
British  nature  rlle^ed  to  h»  ve  teen  made  ty  Araki  a 
year  or  so  previously,  I  v,es  informed  that  the  rrtiole 
in  w)  ich  these  remarks  epperred  vts  v;ritten  ty  e 
"ghost  \/riter:f,  not  ty  Araki  himself. 

7.  The  late  Colonel  Jr:  es,  who  wes  Eritish  !  ilitary 
Atte che  in  Jr  pen  at  the  time,  expressed  to  me  his  con¬ 
viction  that  *rrki  was  absolutely  sincere  and  nothing 
ll.ce  as  fenrtical  es  he  was  cotimonly  reputed  to  be. 

In  sedition  to  the  above  points,  I  find  from  my  diary 
thet  two  of  the  statements  made  in  my  replies  to  the  ques- 
tionsire  oall  for  slight  modification. 

In  itragrajh  G.  on  P,  2  1  said  that  Araki  had  used  me 
to  sound  out  the  Eritish  /antes  sad  or  about  anpSfff$?frifaww  legal-tools.org/doc/9d6240/ 

meeting.  The  dirry  shows,  hov/ever,  vhat  I  had  forgotten, 
namely,  th» t  rt  the  stert  it  w s  the  British  Chrrge  d'affaires 
ix.  Tlomas  Snow,  v.hon  he  v/isled  to  meet  for  informal  talks. 

The  Ambassador  himself  was  absent  on  lerve  rt  the  time  and 
it  was  only  rftor  his  return  to  Japan  a  month  or  two  later 
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thrt  I  was  raked  to  rrrmge  for  e  mooting  v.'ith  him,  too. 

In  ti  e  spqo  prrt  graph  I  srid  the  t  the  Ilrapross  Dowager 
hed  appealed  to  /.reki  privetely  to  esaist  in  improving  re¬ 
lations  with  Britain.  This  yt.s,  I  believe,  correct;  tut  1 
see  from  my  difry  thrt  Arski's  henchman,  en  ex-officer  noned 
Yrucda,  informed  me  in  ccnfidonce  on  November  21,  1933  that 
Arekl's  vish  to  work  for  closer  friendship  with  Britain 
was  due  to  the  Jmperor  himself  hrvin~  intimated  to  him, 
through  Prince  Fushims ,  thrt  it  v«b  his  eernest  desire 
that  he,  Areki,  should  do  so. 

These  tv/o  mocil'ications  to  my  replies  rre  of  no  grort 
consequence  so  far  as  the  general  pioture  of  Areki  is  con¬ 
cerned,  tut  I  mention  them  here  in  ordor  to  ensure  the 
accuracy  of  uy  rej lies  as  frr  cs  possible. 

It  v.e  3  vory  good  of  you  to  offer  to  take  a  letter  to 
Hrs.  Femme .  ny  v/ife  hr  a  gladly  trl;en  edvrntr^.e  of  your 
kindly  offer  end  hrs  already  written  to  you  enclosing  r 
lotter  for  ljs.  IToumr.  I  hope  it  reaches  you  ell  right 
end  thrt  you  will  not  hrve  my  difficulties  about  it. 

Kindest  ro  -ards  end  r  11  gcod  v.’islos 
Y  ours  very  sincerely, 
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